
Faith and 
Compromise

Genesis 12: 10 - 
20



Reminder of the blessing.

1) Tested by trouble…
….. and God’s ‘silence’.

2) Self-directed compromise.

3) Blessing affirmed.
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Famines today





What impact does famine 
have?

- Encourages compromise.



- challenges human worth.



Can also prompt 
displays of strength 
and love.



Why was famine particularly troublesome for Abram?





What is particularly troublesome for us?
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C.S. Lewis – a grief observed.

“Meanwhile, where is God? ....

When you are happy ……. if you remember yourself and turn to Him with 
gratitude and praise, you will be – or so it feels – welcomed with open arms. 

But go to Him when your need is desperate, when all other help is vain, and what 
do you find? A door slammed in your face, and a sound of bolting and double 
bolting on the inside. After that, silence, you may as well turn away. 

There are no lights in the windows. It might be an empty house. Was it ever 
inhabited? It seemed so once”. 



“Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? 

Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?” 

(Psalm 10:1).



Are you 
listening?



Genesis 28 – 
“Surely the 
Lord is in this 
place, and I 
was never 
aware of it”.



“What matters 
is not that He 
speaks, but 
that He has 
spoken”.
  Pickering, Jordan, “Divine 
Silence”, Scriptura 113 (2014)



2) Self-directed compromise
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Egypt made human 
sense.

• Nile-fed, irrigated 
farms.

• Political stability.

• Foreigners 
welcomed for last 60 
years.
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Spiraling distrust 
and distrust of 
the world



V.3. “and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed 
through you”.

v.17. “ But 
the Lord inflicted serious 
diseases on Pharaoh and 
his household because 
of Abram’s wife Sarai”

The distrust and compromise has consequences



3) Blessing affirmed
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Go! v.19  Pharoah speaks – “Go”
   Abram went

Enters Canaan 
 v.7. God speaks - “To your offspring I will give this land”
  Abram went

Enters Egypt  
  v.11 Abram speaks - “Say you are my sister”
   Sarai went

Famine







Blessing the nations



“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I 
do? I will send my son, whom I love” (Luke 20).



•What troubles and 
silences have 
challenged your trust 
in God’s blessings 
and call? 
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“Never doubt in the dark what 
God has told you in the light”.

What matters is not that He speaks, but that He has 
spoken”.  Pickering, Jordan, “Divine Silence”, 
Scriptura 113 (2014)


